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• Common procedure for Argo-France 
/ Euro-Argo testing at Ifremer

• +/- 100 floats each year

• 4 to 6 weeks booked at the Test-
tank every year



• Floats and documentation 
general integrity

• 3 days cycling tests in 20 m 
seawater depth

• Tests analysis and 
acceptance report



Going deep Going green

Raw data recorded over 6 cycles :



Functional tests results

Raw hydraulic data analysis

PTS/02 raw measurements 
comparison

Satellite communication 
tests



Float documentation (serial 
numbers, software versions 
etc..) are used to fill up Float 
metadata on DAC’s 
deployment sheet

Acceptance tests results are 
also part of float’s metadata 
entered on the DAC



Hydraulic (pump and valve actions) analysis

Cumulated valve actions time per cycle Number of pump actions per cycle



Raw CTDO2 data intercomparison :

Single profiles comparison 3-days intercomparison (at « drift depth » )



Temperature an salinity intercomparison :

+3-days record with global resolution < 5 m°C for temperature and 5mPsu for salinity 



Oxygen concentration intercomparison :



Measurements intercomparison discussion:

• Needs a sufficient number of floats

• Not a “metrological” test, no reference measurement

• Allows to test a great number of floats at the same time (up to 40)

• Limited operator work over the 3-days test

• Very stable seawater environment, especially at full tank depth

• Floats with deficient sensors are easily and accurately spotted


